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To the Right Hoodarabic 


THOMAS 


Earl of. Macclesfield, 


Lord High-Chancellor of 
Great. Bre, &c. 


"My Lone, {$25 466 


N Attemptt to Sor 
la very prevailing 
$2 and miſchievous Pra- 
dice, by the Diſcourſe 
— which 1 humbly beg 
leave to preſent to Your Lo R D- 
SHIP, will, F Hatter my ſelf, meet 
with 


* — Irrer 1 — — 5 r 


Degdlication. 8 
hs weng from You 6. 
who are ſo juſtly celebrated for 
encouraging all Attempts 2 —1 
have any Tendency to promote the 
Publick Good. | 


* 7 , * 


Whenever this Circujlſaice of 
Your Character is mention'd; it's 
my Duty as a Member of theUnver- 
ſity of Oxford, to acknowledge, that 
if a Spirit of Loyalty is at preſent 
to be found in that Learned Body, it 
ought chiefly to be aſcrib'd to thoſe 
generous Rewards by which Your 


LorDsSHry has raisd, and Wy: 
ported ſuch a Spirit. N 


| ; 


Ly 
N . 
Y 


As this 1 is a conſiderable Addi 
tion to Your Praiſe, ſo might it 
poſſibly be turn d to my Reproach, 
I if I could not boaſt of having ſome 


! ſhare in Youx Lo RDSHIP's 
Favour. Tho' 


Dedication. vii 


F bo my Wiſhes and Expecta- 
tions have met with no fmall Diſ- 
appointment from the untimely 
Death of two faithful PATRIOTsS, 
2 yet it's ſtill in my Power to glory 
in the Patronage of the EaxL or 
MxccLESFIELD, to whoſe 
Goodneſs it's owing that my Zeal 
in endea vouring to do Service to the 
Government has not been unre- 
warded. | 


To imagine that any Endeavours 
of mine could deſerve the Obliga- 
tions which Your LorDsnie 
has laid me under, would be an 
Opinion too vain to admit of an 
Excuſe. But fo much I may af- 
firm, without a Crime, that as 
long as a Senſe of Gratitude to 
BENEFACTORS is allowed to 
be. meritorious, 'I| can never be al- 

| toge- 


viii Dedication. 
together unworthy of thoſe Favours 
which Yo u have been pleas di to 
confer on me, and which entitle 
You to my ſincereſt and moſt 
humble Wanne j Joy. 


The to have receiv'd. Favouts 
from my Lord ChaNcELLOR, is 
the greateſt Honour that my Am- 
bition can aſpire to; and to have 
an Opportunity of expreſſing my 
Gratitude for thoſe Favours, will 
always be an equal Niaziime to, 


Mx Lend, 


1 


| Your Lo R DSI 5 


nat Duiſul, and a. 
| Deva H nl Sean, 
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Then there aroſe certain of the Syna- 


gogue which is called the Synagogue - 
of the Libertines, and Cyrenians, 
and Alexandrians, and of them of 
Cilicia, and of Afia, diſputing with 
Stephen. r 
And they were not able to reſiſt the 
RUN, and the Spirit by which h 
T 4 they ſulorn d Men which ſaid, We 
have heard him e blaſphemous 
| Words againſt Moſes, and againſt. 


GSD.; x 


IN theſe Words we have 
an Account of a Con- 
troverſy, which a conſi- 
derable Number of the 
Jews were engagd in 

— with the brave and pious 
Martyr. St. Stephen, and of the baſe 
Proceedings and wicked Practices which 
the farmer of theſe were guilty of in 
r | "+ Wl order 
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order to deſtroy the Reputation and 
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Man had lately boen appointed by 
whole Multitude of the Diſciples to 
adminiſter as a Deacon in the Chriſtian 
Church: And being, as he is deſcrib'd 
in the Fifth Verſe of this Chapter, A 
„% Man full of Faith, and of the Holy 
* one of he did great Wonders, and Mi- 
4 t among %. People, Being thus 
endued with "ſupernatural Gifts, and 
divine Accompliſhments; and being 4 
Perſon who had approv'd Himſelf to all 
Men by his ſincere Faith, and unaffec- 
red Piety ; by a meek, and innocent, 
and exemplary Life, adorn'd with a 
prudent . Conduct, and an inoffenſive 
Behaviour, he cality ain d Aſſent to 
the Doctrines which he taught, and 
converted many to Righteouſneſs. At the 
Succeſs of hzs 12 and the Num- 
ber of his Converts, the Jews, who 
were zealous for receiv'd Errors, and po- 
Fate Superſtition, were greatly alarm d. 
or we aye told in the Ninch Verſe, 
That therearaſe certain of the Synagogue 
* the Libertines, and Cyrenians, and 
% Alexandrians, and of them of Cilicia, 
F and of Aſia, diſputing with Stephen; 
i. 6. ſeveral of the Fews who either pre- 
ſided, or oſſiciated in the Aſſemblies for 


reli- 


5 » 
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religious Worſhip, publickſy Ehter'd in 


to à Controverſy with Stephen, in order 


to defend gh corrupt Falch againſt the 
pretended, dangerous Inhovatibns whith 
this glorious Hdvorute for Truth, affift: 
ed by the Wiſdom and PoꝰWer of G0 5, 
was endeavouting to introdüce into he 
Fewtfh Church. But in vain did theſs 
_ miſtaken es attempt, "by Mrgument, 
to ſupport a Ouoſe which Argument over- 
_ threw : In vain did they hope by . 
 mour and Numbers to overthrow a Cauſe 
which had the utmoſt Strength of . 
gument for its Support. For we find 
chat Hrephen, being far ſuperiout to 
Oppoſers in Reaſoning and Debate, a 
being a Perſon of calm and reg Fifi 
Paſſions,” and of uncommoh Plagnagl. 
mity and Fortirude in Dyipure, was 
fo far from being daunted, and fubtart, 
that he brayely withſtord' re 
his Adverſaies, Mo as We are in 25 
in the Tenth Verſe, were” wot able 4 
« reſiſt the Wiſdom, andthe" Spirit by 
« which he ſpake. The Fews ade 
envious, and enrag d, retteat from the 
Controvetſy, and berake themſetves to 
mean and treacherous Artifices ; to Ly- 
ing and Forgery ; to Calumny and Def: 
mation : Weapons by which Succe 2 
Triumpb are too often acquir d, and which 


B 2 are 


n 
are always found in the Hands of ſuch 
Men as fight againſt the Truth. Theſe 
„ Wretches, having firſt con- 
triyd a Charge of Blaſphemy againſt 
Stephen, proceeded next to engage a Set 
of Men more wicked than fhemſelves, 
to atteſt and publiſh this pretended 
Charge 3 ag we read in the 11th Verſe, 
Then they ſubornd Men which ſaid, We 
have heard. him , ſpeak blaſphemous Words 


1 4 


A ainſt Moſes and againſt Gov.. 


Having thus repreſented the baſe and 
diſhoneſt Conduct which the Fews were 
uilty of in their Diſpute with Stephen, 

n the rational and only ju- 

ſtifiable Means of Conviction, and re- 
treating to the Pradlice of Calumny and 
e ſhall from this particular 
Inſtance take Occaſion to, diſcourſe in 

encral, both on the ſinful Cauſes and 

tal Effects of the Practice of Calum- 

ux and Defamation in all ſuch Inſtances 
of religious Contrquerſy. 
8 nnn | 1 | 

What I conceive to be the ſinful and 

ordinary Cauſes. of the Practice of Ca- 


* 


| lunny and Defamation in religious Con- 
rroverſy, are. 3 mn, . r 6 
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(5) 
1. Pride and Envy. 


2. Self Intereſt and Avarice. And 
* ws : Infinceriry and evil Conſcience. 


I ſhall treat of each of theſe Cauſes in 
the Order in which they are mention ; 
and in the firſt Place of Pride and Emvy. 


> Wurnzver Men enter the Liſts of 
Controverſy, miſled by the Impulſes of 
Pride or Envy, they never fail to be 
compleatly arm d with Calumny and De- 
famation. Theſe are Weapons by which 
the collected Strength of Reaſoning and 
Argument is often baffled and defeated ; 
and therefore are beſt adapted to the 
Uſe of ſuch Controverti/ts, as are wholly 
unconcern'd: about the Truth of a Que 
ſtzon, and only ſeek Occafions to 4z/- 
play and ſignalise their own Abilitzes, 
and ro ſubdue and triumph over thoſe on 
the oppoſite Side. For what they pro- 
poſe is not to inſtruct, or conuince an 
- Adverſary; but to grieve and inſult him: 

Not to confute his Errors, but to ex- 
poſe and diſgrace his Perſon. Nor does 
the Indignation of /uch Men ariſe from 
the Miſtakes or Failings of another, but 
from his Excellencies and Perfections. 

His Tenets ſhall be ſpar'd, if they can 
but wound his Reputation: And be ſhall 

| ws ſecurely 


(6) 


ſecurely continue in Peſſeſſin 


vf-bis 


fancied Trat, if they can but defpoil 


him of Hit acquir d Fame. His Merit is 
bis greateſt Crime, and tis againſt His 
good Qualities that they denounce Mar. 
If his Character is exalted too high for 


them to excel, it mult be redacd too 


low for them to envy. His Worth muſt 
be decried, to make their own 'extolled ; 
and the Light of bis Virtues muſt be 
extinguiſb d, before theirs can become 
cunſpicuous. To accompliſh this End, 


Calumny and Defamation will be ſum- 


mon d to their Aſſiſtance. Their Tongues 
will be fram d into arp Swords; and 
in the Poiſon of their Lips will the Ar- 
rows of litter Words be dip d, which 
they privily ſhoot at him that is perfet#. 
All the Artillery of lying Reports and 


forg d Accuſations; of pretended Suſpi- 
cions, and groundleſs, Inſinuations; of 


Whiſpers, Clamours, Invectives, and 
Reproaches, will be Aiſt hurged with full 
Force againſt his good Name. His 
whole Conduct will be reversd, and his 
Character inverted; and in the room of 
every Virtur, will every oppoſite Vice 
be difplay'd. If he is eminent for the 


Practice of ſincere Piety, and unaffected 
De vation, it will be ſaid of him, chat 


he endeavours by his Pracbice, to diſa 
N 1 countenance 
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countenance Piety, and to extirpate De- 
ne I ray e ee 
unqueſtion d, Ye will by falſe Witneſſes, 
be arraign'd. of Falſboud, and be pro- 


nounc'd guilty of Prevarication aud Per- 


frgrouſneſs. If be has diftinguiſh'd him- 
ſelf by Leya#ty, and a generous Ardor for 


the Liberty and Intereſt of hit Country, 
he wilt be called by his Enemies, as St, 
Paul was, 4 peſtulent Fellow, and 4 
Mover of Sedition. Or if he is become 
popular by a difintereſted Zza/ for 
Truth, and a reſolute Oppoſition againſt 
the Errors and Corruptions of Religion, 
they will then, as in the Cafe of Fre- 


phen, ſuborn Alen to fay, we have heard 


him ſpeak blaſphemous Words againſt 
Moſes and againſt Go p. Thus will 
Truth be born down, Virtus be difcre- 
dited, and Innacence oppreſs d, when 
Men are inſtigated by Pride and Envy 
to make an Adver/ary odious by the in- 


famous Pratfice off Calumny. and Defa- 


Mul ion. 


N The Cauſes of this Practice, which 


LI am, Secondly, to treat of, are Self- In- 


STRONG 


K 
SrRoN& and reſiſtleſs are the Inſſuen- 
ces which Avarice and Se/f- I. 1 have 
upon the Minds of Men. With lawleſs 
and uncontroul'd Sway, they determine 
the Will, and direct the Actions. By 
theſe will the utmoſt Force of Reaſon be 
over · ruled: Nor will the infallible Voice 
of Revelation be heard, whenever it far- 
bids what theſe command; or commands 
what Theſe forbid. All that is good, or 
virtuous, juſt, or honeſt, reaſonable, or 
true, will be ſubverted, and trampled 
on, if it becomes the Obſtacle to theſe ru- 
ling Paſſions. It's no Wonder then that 
Men, who under the Command of ſuch 
Paſſions engage in Controverſy, think e- 
very Thing fair that is pratZicable; every 
Thing lawful to be done, which its expe- 
dient for Them to do. No wonder that 
 Calumny and Defamation, and not Rea- 
ſoning and Argument, are the Weapons 
which they lay hold of, when worldly 
Profit, and not Truth, is the Prize for 
which they contend. Rage and Bitterneſs 
in Diſpute will paſs with them for a be- 
coming Zeal in the Cauſe of Self- Intereſt: 
And the good Name, and Reputation of 
an Adverſary will be readily offer 4 
as the cheapeſt Sacrifice to that golden 
Idol which they adore. To aſſert, and 
teach what does not conſiſt with their 


private 


1 ⁵ĩͤ r oo ud 


1 Wander eſtabliſh. =o; bs 
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| private. . 22 is a 


Crime, not to be - forgiven, : a ; Hereſy: not 
to be tolerated.. To Obyiate and defeat 
ſuch dating Attemts, the moſt effectu-: 
al Remelies of Lies, and; Scandal will be 


ſeaſonably applied. The Perſon of the O. 


fender will be diſgrac dilgaſt bis Principles. 


ſhould gain Credit; and he Teacher will 
be rendred odiaus, for fear his Doctrines 
ſhould. become. popular. His pretended; 
Faults.\ will be repreſented by hig Oppoſers 
in falſe and fright ful Colours, and be 
exhibited to public Nieto for a publick 
Terror. The moſt vigotous Efforts of 
their i it and Malice will be exerted; in 
otder to make him either hated ot con- 
tenmed ; and both hein Mit, and Malice 
will then be moſt teen, When the Object 
of their Revenge. is the Foe to rbeir 7 5 


| tereſt. 1a ſhorr, no eee Me- 
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be let unemployed t. 
who. has che Courage 10 . — the 0 Fre 
Tors, Which Avarice,. Ae eee 
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The FIR of 5 Practice of Ga 
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| —— _— Defamation in religious Con- 


F Which Lam in the Third Place 
to treat of, are een a . an evil 
Mfcie nc... 21 


{ 10 ) 
As often as Men engage in religious 
Driſpates with —— thar 
the Truth of 'a p Point is not on 
their v, but on tlie adverſe Side, they may 
be ſaid to be guilty of Inſncerity, and 
to be under the Guidance, and itecti- 
on of an evil Conſriente. The End there- 
fore which fach Men purſue being to 
ſubvert the Truth, und not to /apport it; 
ro concral Falſhood, and not ro'expuſe it; 
their Buſineſs will be, not to co an 
Adverſary, but to put him to Silence; not 
to diſproue his Arpuments, but to render 
them unſucceſsful." A free and impatti- 
al Search after Truth, which by Fair 
and equitable Diſputunts is always allow- 
ral, will always by rheſe be repreſented 
as criminal: and a Defire of Information, 
which has a Right to be ug by 
them, will be laid under the fericleſt and 
molt ſer vile Reftraints. Their utmoſt 
Art and Induſtty will be employed to 
determine the Mill, inſtead of direfting 
the Juugmem; and to mflame the Paſ- 
ſions, inſtead of enlightning the "Under- 
ſtanding. In fuch a Cauſe, and ro ſuch 
Hupe, noting can be more fata/than 
the honeſt and tight Uſe of Reuſpnim 
and Argument; nothing can be more 
"ſerviceable than the wicked and ungene- 
rous Practice of Calum and De, 


#701 : 


(119 
tian: For no ſooner will an Adverſary be 
rendred odious hy this Prattice, but the 
Thoughts and Attention of :ho/e Perſons, 


to whom he is thus rendred odtons, will 


be talen of from the Subject of a Contro- 
verſy, and will be 


placed only on the 
Matter of a pretended Charge. They will 
transfer their Enquiries from ſpecula- 
tive Miſtakes, to practical Crimes; from 
Arguments about dubious and diſput able 
| Queſtions, to Proofs of ſeemingly clear 
and umdauted Fatts. \ An Avuerſion to 
the Offences, will make them averſe ro 
the Principles of the ſupposd Offender : 


>” 
— 
1 


r And they will never be prevail d on to 
2— approve of the Doctrine, if they are once 
ed perſuaded that the Teacher deſerves Cen- 
n, | ſure. In vain will He attempt, by the 
dy | moſt forcible Demanſtration, ro conquer 
nd their Prepoſſe/ton, or by the cleareſt E- 
oft | widence, to remove thoſe Impreſſions 
to | which Forgery and Slander have ffamp d 


on their Minds. His Opinions will be 
condemn'd by them without a Trial, and 
his Tenets will be publickly cenſur'd, be- 
fore they are permitted to be privately 
underſtood. The Truths which he main- 
trains, will, by the Strength of Prejudice, 
be rejected as falſe; and the Falſboods 
which he attacks, will, by the Help of 
implicite Faith, be recetu d as true. On 
* C 2 | this 
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this Account will Men have Recourſe to 
the diſhoneſt Practice of Calumm and 
Defamation, which will {o far prevail in 
religious Diſputes; as to ſink a Perſon of 

a ſincere and faultleſs Conduct, under an 
inſupportable Weight of popular Odtum ; 
whilſt his Adverſaries, who. are feeretiy 
reproach d for conſpiring to overthrow the 
Truth, are Defence, * for engag- 


ing 1 in it's a th wh 


25 The feaful Cauſes of. the Practice 
of Calummy and Defamation being now 
briefly 1 of, 1 ſhall proceed in the 
following Part of my Diſcourſe, to treat 
of the fatal A. N e are r 
_ this Practice. 8 | 


The Effetts en are Pogue by 


Ge Prattice of Calummy and * Defama- 


tion in religious , I take to > be 


Pareicularl y Jars,” 


1/5, To Virtue anch Innocence. 
24%, To Sincerity and Truth. And 


3 347, To the eommon 9 and 
Intereſt of Mankind. N05 


80 2 1 mall firſt treat of ab 22 of 


Calumny and Defamation, as fatal to 
Virtus and Innocence. eee 


BY 


r 
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HEE 4, RON 
Bx means of the Prattice of Calumny 
and Defamation, may conſummate Vir- 
tue and unſpotted Innocence be eaſily op- 


* 


2 Nor will it avail a Perſon, who is 


brought under popular Odium by ſuch 


Means, that he has preſerv'd 2 Conſcience 
void of Offence towards God, and to- 
wards Man. The whole Merit of his 
well-ſpent Life will be over-look'd and 
diſallowd; and inſtead of entitling him 
ro Rewards, will often be made the Oc- 
caſion of the ſevereſt Puniſhments. His 
very Thoughts will be ſuſpetted, and his 
Actions traduc'd. A Series of good Works 
will be call'd a Scene of Hypocriſy ; and 
a Habit of Devotion will be repreſented 


as the Diſguiſe of Profaneneſs. His 


Alms and his Prayers will be made the 
Topicks of Ridicule : and when he cha- 
ſtens himſelf * with Faſting, it will be 
turn d to his Reproof. All his ' Virtues 


will be transform'd into Crimes; and 
every Act of Goodneſs which he repeats, 


will be reſented by his Enemzes as a 


freſh Provocation. The more extenſive his 


Example is, the more will the Influence 
of it be dreaded and guarded againſt. 
The Endeavours which he uſes to con- 


vert Men to Righteouſneſs, will be look d 
on as Deſigns to make them Proſelites ro 
Errors: and his Doctrines which tend to 


reform 
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reform their Manners, will be ſuſpected 
of a Tendenty to corrupt their Principles. 
His Abilities to inſtruct others will be 
term d the Means to ſeduce them; and a 
Capacity of doing the greateſt Good will 
be interpreted a Power to do the great- 
er Miſchief. By ſuch ſtrong and invin- 
cible Prejudices as theſe, which are con- 
ſtantly produc'd by the Practice of Ca- 
 lunmmy and Defamation in religious Con- 
troverſy, will a Perſon, who is perfectly 
virtuous and truly innocent, be expos d 


to Injury and Outrage, and to the moſt 


unjuſt and cruel Treatment that either 
the Wit and Malice of Men can con- 


trive, or their Strength and Authority 
can put in Execution. 


A Treatment like this was experienc d 


by the holy and illuſtrious Martyr St. Ste- 
pben, whoſe Conduct can never be too 


much admir'd or imitated, and whoſe 
Life and Sufferings reſembled thoſe of 
bis crucified Saviour, the Lamb of 
God, that was without Blemiſh. Tho' his 
Aclions were as void of Offence, as they 
were free from Guilt : Tho his Words 
were fram d no more to incenſe, than to 
deceiue his Hearers Tho the Doctrines 
which he taught were ſuch as promoted 
the general Good, and not his own par- 
t 15 ticular 
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ticular Intereſt: And, laſtly, tho' in 
the midſt of exquiſite Tortures he pray- 
ed, and interceded with Heaven, in be- 
half of bis Tormentors, yet we find, that 
when he was falſely accusd as a Blaſ- 


phemer, the mad, (deluded Multitude, 
Jopping their Ears, ran _—_ Stephen, 
nd 


1 agging him out of the City, put 
him to a painful and cruel Death. 


* 2ly, The Effects of the Practice of 
Calumny, and Defamation, are, Secondly, 
to be conſider d as fatal ro Truth and 


WEN Calumny and Defamation are 
ſucceſsfully put in Practice in rel;gions 
Controverſy, the certain Effects of it are 
— — Odium, and Prejudice. Than 

heſe Effects nothing can be more ruin- 
ous to Truth, or to that Sincerity which 
oughr to accompany the Purſuir of t. 
For ſuch at all Times is the Force of 
Prejudice, if occaſion d or confirm d by 
perſonal Odium, that it ſubdues and en- 
aves the Underſtanding ; and not only 
forbids it the Liberty, but even deprives 
it of a Power to diſcern the Truth. It 
poſſeſſes, and abludes the Mind with 


* 
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groundleſs Perſuafions and vain Opinions: 
With Opinions and Perſuaſions which the 


Fancy 


— 
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Fancy. has made Choice of, and not the 
Judgment approu d. Reaſon and Argu- 
ment are it's profeſs and eternal Foes. 
It diſdains Inſtruttion, and is impa- 
tient of Reproof. What it firſt receiues, 

it always retains; and retains; it always. 

for this Reaſon only, . becauſe it was firſt. 
receiyd. It reſiſts Demonſtration, and 

_ aifallows: f Evidence. Tho its van- 
ui d by Argument, it will not hie, 
to it; and tho it looſes the Victory, it 
will arragate the Triumph. It will there: | 
fore be co no purpoſe for 4 Perſon that 
labours under popular Odium, to di- 
ſpute on the Side of Truth with Zhofe, 
who, by the Influences of Prejudice, are 
led ro,oppoſe him. For his Words will be 
miſconſtrued, and his Meaning pervert- | | 
ed. He will be cenſur d for Poſitions which 
he has not laid doun, and will be reproach'd 
of Conſequences which cannot be deduc'd. 
The Reverſe of what he either aſſerts or 
denies, will be preſum d as true. His In- 
tentions will be wrongfully ſuſpected and 
his Conduct will knowmgly be aſ pers d. His 
Defire of Reformation will be reputed a 
Fondneſs for Novelty; and his Per ſeve- 

France in adhering to Truth, will be call d 

an obſtmmate Refuſal to retrat? Error. 
When he is  inqui/itzve after Knowledge, 
he will be ſaid to affect Singularity ; 20 

850 hs when 
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when he fudies to gratiß git Cnriafity in 
a Point of e n te will be charg d 
with andulemg bis Pride and del, Conretr. 
His Muri vos aud hir Meaſares Will en- 
tirely de mifenterpreted ;* 200 1 
reconcilin 9 — 4 bis Adv e e, 
only frengthen their Prejitdixe, of 1 
creaſe their Ouium. Having 
Judgd his Doftrines to be GI. the the; will 
"never be prevaifd on to "Fuppo them 
true ; and being firmly reſ##/d ro bop 
ſand Conwvittion, - they will reſolutely op. 
poſe all the Efforts which are uf ſed o 

1. | 


Oy what * beer aid, 1 Sabi 
it may appear, that the EPelte ler 
reſale from 'rhe Practice of Calumm 
Defamation in religions Controverſy, Bb 
exceeding fatal ro Sincerity and Truth, 
by diſpoſing the Minds of Men to ac- 
quieſce in erroneous, preconceiv'd Qpini- 
ons, and to reject thoſe Means of En- 
Na and Information, which are necef- 

ry to Ait and regulate their Fndgments. 
— the Effects of this Practice may be 
e- | farther conſider'd as deſtructive to Truth 
de | and Jincerity, by making Men guilty of 
or. | Prevarication and H we ook in their re- 
ge, ligious Conduct, and by deterring them 
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L. en what they mnward!y. believe, 
and of preferring unpopular Truths to 
popular Falſhoods. From - ſuch Men as 
theſe the Perſon who diſputes in Defenſe 
of the Truth, muſt expect to receive no 
Succours. Inſtead of appearing as Auxil- 
liaries on his Side, they will abandon 
and deny him, and proteſt, like Peter, 
that they know not the Man. When it's 
their Duty to aſſiſt in pleading his Cauſe, 
they will chooſe to be ſilent; and when 
they ought to be active in his Support, 
they will be paſſiue in his Nuin. Aud 
by the Terrors of Power and Perſecu- 
tion, they will ſacrifice their Sincerity 
for the ſake of preſervimg their Security 
and Intereſt, to which it muſt be con- 
feſs d that popular Odium and Prejudice 
are extremely dangerous, as may be 
pro d more fully by proceeding, in the 
Third Baez, hn 4 een > 


A. Tomr/of the Efe7s.of Gs. 
lumny and Defamation, as fatal to the 
common Security and Intereſt of Man- 


THAT popular Odium, which is 
the ordinary and natural Reſult of Ca- 
lummy and Defamation, is deſtruttiye to 
the common Security and Intereſt of _ 
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kind, is evident to all Men from the Ex- 
perience of all. It's popular Odium that 
often gives Birth ro Seditions and Diſ- 


cords ; to Inſurrettions, and Tumults ; 
to private Aſſaſſnations, and publick Maſ- 


ſacres: Its this that ſbatters Society in- 


to Parties and Factions; that diſſol ves 
Alliances, and violates Friendſhips; that 
tramples on Law, and defies Authority. 
It's this that ſubjects rhe beſt and moſt 
deſerving of Men to the mercileſs Tyran- 

and Inſolence of the worſt, It's this 
that erects Barbarity and Ignorance on 
the Ruins of Learning and Science; and 
that expoſes Wiſdom and Underſtanding 
to the cruel Sport and Mockery of Fools. 
In ſhort, it's the malignant Influence of 
popular Odium that blaſts the wiſe/t De- 
us, and fruſtrates the moſt arduous 
and important Exploits. By the Force 
of this Influence have VicTorious 
HEROES been overcome, and the moſt 


ſubtle PoriTicians baffled. The 


Kings of the Earth have been bound in 


Chains, and their Nobles in Links of 


Tron. Empires and States have been 
ſubverted ; and Cities and Countries have 
been brought to Deſolation. Like a 
Torrent it will ruſp impetuous, and ſur- 
mount and over-bear every Obſtacle. 

D 2 Nox 
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Nor is diſtingui/b'd Merit, or an 11. 
Juſtrious roy: 2 Security or Guard 
-againlt popular Odium. So far will 
Men be infatuated by t, as to ima- 
gine that they Honour their Country by 
Agracing Patriots; that they advance 
the publick Cod, by overthrowing 
Aa public Benefattor ; and that they 
4% Gop Service, by extirpating his 
Choſen and moſt * Servants. In 
vain will it be for Innocence and Vir- 


tue to oppaſe their feeble Strength a- 


gainſt exaſperated Numbers. The Voice 
of 7uſtice will not be heard amidſt the 


 Clamours of Oppreſſion; nor will the 


Diftates of Humanity be attended to 
in the Fury of Perſecution. Prayers and 


Interceſſions will have no Weight with 


an enragd Multitude, which ſeldom 


forgives when it's once offended ; and 


which is commonly found to yudge © 
without Evidence; to condemn without 
Conviction; and to execute without 
Meg, 


But the Eyes of the Practice of 
Calumm and Defamation are not only 
fatal to the, Security and Intereſt of 
Mankind, by expoſing the innocent and 
virtuous to Oppreſſion and Ruin; but 


alſo 


(21) 


alſo by depriving human Society of the 
Aſſiſtance of its beſ# and moſt valuable 
Members. For when a Perſon is be- 
come obnoxious to popular Odium, he 
is made incapable of being uſeful in 
his Station, either by his Courage, or 
his Counſel ; by his Knowledge, or his 
Skill. The Multitude, to whom He is 
rendred odious, will be blind to his Ex- 
ample, and deaf to his Precepts. They 
a diſallow of every Thing which e 
epproves of, and will model their own 
Attions by the Reverſe of his. De- 
ceivd by Prejudice, and miſled by Paſ- 
ſion, they will ſeek the Dangers which 
he warns them to ſhun; and will in- 
- vite the Ruin that he exhorts them to 
repel. They will rather be without Anow- 
ledge, than receive Inſtruction from the 
Teacher whom they hate; and will per- 
ſit in Error, ſooner than be converted to 
Truth, by Means which they diſlike. 
Thus will it not be poſſible for 4 Per- 
ſon who is obnoxious to popular Odium 
to ſueceed in his Deſigns of doing Ser- 
f | vice to Mankind: Nor will his beſt 
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y Endeavours to promote the common 
5 {| Good be able to procure him any bet- 
d ter a Return than the molt injurious and 


t cruel Treatment. | 
© .|[--: SUCH 


(=) 
SUCH a Return as this was made 
to the ſovereign Bene factor of Mankind, 
our BLESSED REDEEMER, by thoſe 
impious and ungrateful Wretches, whom 
HE was ſent to mnſtrut? in divine 
Truths. By the infamous and finful _ 
Practice of Calumny and Defamation, 
HE, whoſe Innocence and Virtue was 
beyond Example, was repreſented as vi- 
czous, and profiigate in H 1s Morals ; as 
a Glutton, and a Drunkard; as a Friend 
and Companion of Publicans and Sinners. 
By this Practice, He, who was both 
the TEACHER and the OrjecrT of 
pure Religion, and ſincere Piety, was re- 
proachd of Hereſy and Profaneneſs ; 
and was branded with the Name of a 
Samaritan and a Blaſphemer. By this 
Practice, AH x, who by the Finger of 
Go p, workd greater Miracles than ever 
Man work'd, to atteſt the Truth of His 
Doctrines, and the Divinity of His 
Miſion, was chargd with performing 
lying Wonders by the Aſſiſtance and In- 
rercourſe of wicked Spirits, for the ſake 
of propagating Impoſture and Fraud. 
Laſtly, By his Practice, HE who, be- 
ing ONE with God, thought it not 
Robbery to be equal with Gon, was 
pleas'd to come down from Heaven in 


the 


1: 
the Likeneſs of Human Nature, and to 
offer HimSE'r e a Sacrifice for the Sins 
of Mankind ; and who, whilſt He re- 
ſided here on Earth, continually went 
about raiſmg the Dead, healing the Sick, 
and preaching the. Goſpel of Peace, and 


Goodwill to all Men, was yet rendred 


fo unpopular and odious to the Fews, that 
the whole Multitude of Nulers and 
People united in the general Cry, O 
away with ſuch a Fellow from the Earth, 


for it is not fit that he ſhould live. 


FROM the foregoing Dz/courſe on 
the /inful Cauſes, and fatal Effects of 
the Practice of Calumny and Defama- 
tion in religious Controverſy, the follow - 
ing Concluſions may properly be deduc d, 
and preſcribd as Rules to which our own 
Conduct ought to be referr . 


1. FIR 8 T, That its the Duty of all 


ſuch Perſons” as think fir to engage in 


religious Controverſy, to endeavour to 
convince an Adverſary by Reaſoning and 
Argument, and not to expoſe him to po- 


pular Odium by the diſhoneſt and 
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wicked Practice of Calumny and Defa- 
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2. AND, Secondly, That it is the 
Duty of all Perſons to endeavour, as 
much as poſſible, not only to diſcaurage 
the Practice of Calunmy and Defamation 
in others; but alſo to remove from them. 
ſelves the feyeral inful Cauſes of this 
Practice. „ VI An d Vo evo 


Nothing now remains but that I en- 
treat, and exhort al Perſons. preſent, 
conſtantly, and impartially to diſcharge 
their Duty in the above mention d In- 


ſtances; and to govern their Conduct in 


religious Diſputes, by thoſe unerring Rules 
which the Mord of Go D allows. me to 


preſcribe, 


We in particular, who are of Dnzü 
PLACR, which is the School of Rea. 


ſon, and the Field of Argument; who 
are Members of A CHURCH which 


derives its Dactrines from the Fountain 
of. Truth; and who profeſs A RET I- 
G1ON that bears the undeniable Eui- 
dence of a divine Revelation, no more 


Stand in need of, than we are able to 
Juſtify the Practice of Calummy and De- 


famation. We ſhould therefore be alto- 
gether without Excuſe, if, agſerting the 
Means which are proper to vindicate 

| Truth, 


Re. i. Ss 
Tub, we have Recourſe to ſuch Arti- 
fices as can only be of Seryice to Falſe- 
hood, and ſuch as tho they ate often at- 
rended with Sureefs, yet can never be 
made uſe of without Infamy and Re- 
morſe. Let our Adverſaries, who are 
guilty of rejetting the Truth, and embra- 
cing Error, be the only Perſons on whom 
the Practice of Calummy and Defamation 
can be juſtly chargd. Let them endea- 
vour, by this deteftable Practice, to de- 
fend a_Cauſe that will not admit of any 
other Defenſe. But far be it from Us to 
s | zemitate their Example, or to follow a 
O | miſguided Multitude to do Evil. Tho 
I we receive Injury, let us not return it; 


+ | and tho' we are made the Marks of 
S | Slander by the Enemies of Truth, let us 
remember to our great Conſolation, 
% | that ſach Men as theſe exalt our Cha- 
h | rafer, whilſt they labour to depreſs it; 
mM | and [below on us the moſt deſirable 
i= | Praiſe, when they attempt to load us 
with wndeſerved Reproath. © 


he E Now 


No unto H: I M * is able to keep 
u from falling, and to preſent you 
faultleſs before the Preſence, of His 


Glory with exceeding Joy. 


"To. the only wiſe GOD OUR S- 
VIOUR, be Glory, and Majeſty, Do- 
minion, . and Power, both now, and 
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